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Westminster Shorter Catechism 

Question 35:  What is Sanctification

Answer:  Sanctification is the work of God’s free grace,1 whereby  
   we are renewed in the whole man after the image of    
   God,2 and are enabled more and more to die unto sin,  
   and live unto righteousness.3

 1 Ezekiel 36:27; Philippians 2:13; 2 Thessalonians 2:13      
2 2 Corinthians 5:17; Ephesians 4:23-24; 1 Thessalonians 5:23     
3 Ezekiel 36:25-27; Romans 6:4, 6; 12-14; 2 Corinthians 7:1; 1 Peter 2:24 

"This statement 'blessed is 
the man' should be 

understood of our Lord Jesus 
Christ."

  Augustine 
Exposition of the Psalms

"The first psalm speaks 
literally concerning Christ 

thus: Blessed is the man.  He 
is the only blessed One and 
the only Man from whose 

fullness they have all 
received (John 1:16) that 
they might be blessed. . . 

because Jesus is the 
firstborn among many 
brethren (Rom 8:29)."

Martin Luther                  
First Lectures on the Psalms        
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we are the work of God living in the face of God        

For the Lord watches over the 
way of the righteous, but the 
way of the wicked will perish.                   

Psalm 1:6

Today's Psalm
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One of the frequent church 
discussions in the past half-
century concerns church music.  
Some congregations only sing 
hymns, while others only sing 
Psalms.  There are congregations 
that mix hymns and 
contemporary music.

The book of Psalms is a song 
book.  Psalms = Church Music! It 
captures the prayers and 
concerns, the triumphs and 
tragedies of each writer but at 
the heart, the Psalms are 
ultimately about Jesus.  

Because the Psalms are about 
Jesus, this summer series on 
Psalms is entitled Church Music.  
For those who believe, Christ is 
the tune of life.

I am really looking forward to 
teaching through these Psalms. 
May the Lord bless us in our time 
together.      
  pastor Matthew


